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SOUTHWEST ITBEC 

Late 2014 and 2015 Activity 

The Southwest ITBEC Board reaffirmed their role to act as an umbrella organization in 
the region to foster collaboration, to stimulate and promote economic growth. Working 
partnerships continued between the Southwest ITBEC and regional organizations 
including the Wisconsin Ag Tourism Association, the 7 Rivers Alliance, Wisconsin Rural 
Partners, Outdoor Recreation Alliance, Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club, and Hidden 
Valleys of Southwest Wisconsin.   

• The Southwest ITBEC will again be a sponsor of Sparta’s Holiday Lights, a 
community volunteer program, for the 2015 - 2016 holiday season. Since 2013, the 
major undertaking of Holiday Lights is to update the outdated incandescent lighting 
to energy efficient LEDs. 

• The Southwest ITBEC donated funds to to Downtown Tomah Beautification which 
is a joint effort of downtown businesses and high school students.

• The Southwest ITBEC was proud to be a sponsor again in 2015, as we also did in 
2013 & 2014, of the Monroe County Economic Development Conference 
summit held this past February. Over 200 attendees from 14 different counties 
attended the one day event.  31 exhibitors also took part in the Conference. 

• Southwest ITBEC provided member Counties with funds to financially assist them 
in attending sports shows of their choice. A presence at these sports shows gives the 
members the opportunity to showcase the beauty and diversity of the best of 
Wisconsin -- highlighting cultural attractions, events, scenery, outdoor recreation, 
agriculture, and heritage of the southwestern corner of the state.  

• The Tomah Rotary Club received funding for their new “Light up the Night! 
holiday lights project in Tomah’s Winnebago Park through a grant from the 
Southwest ITBEC. 

• The Southwest ITBEC’s grant of $1,000 to the iLead Charter School in 2014 
helped with the purchase of a 3D printer. The goal is to promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship in our region and to foster the development of new start-up 
companies and new products via our young adults. The purchase of a 3D Printer 
gave our young people the ability to take their ideas and recreate them into a 
physical prototype.  It also assists them in learning the ancillary arts of product 
design through software platforms such as CAD Drawing as-well-as introduce them 
to material science via the use of plastics, composites and nylon.  The 3D Printer 
will be made available to inventors of the region under supervision and regulation 
of the iLEAD Charter School. 
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• The Southwest ITBEC has continued its membership in the Wisconsin Agriculture 
Tourism Association since 2011. The Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Association 
promotes and preserves the rural lifestyle, fosters partnership opportunities within 
the ag-tourism community, and provides tools which encourage sustainable 
economic growth while creating awareness of Wisconsin agriculture.   

• The Southwest ITBEC one of the sponsors of Elroy-Sparta Bike Trail 50th 
Anniversary celebration. The event featured 50 riders from each of the 5 
communities along the former railroad grade assembling at Tunnel One and biking 
into Kendall for a ceremonial ribbon cutting with numerous dignitaries on hand. 

• The Southwest ITBEC provided a $2,500 grant to the Sparta Area Chamber of 
Commerce to assist with its Driftless Destinations Motorcycling Campaign. 
Driftless Destinations promotes western Wisconsin as being a motorcycle haven for 
those who are looking for winding roads, spectacular views, friendly atmosphere, 
and incredible country hospitality. 

• The Southwest ITBEC maintains a website, www.southwestwisconsin.net. The 
website acts as a portal to the region and helps direct people to local government 
websites, economic development organizational websites, and tourism related 
websites.
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